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Unveiling of Memorial |

TO0 LATE BERGEANT-ORSERVER
STAFLEY A. UNGER

(Contributed)

Une of Lhe mosl impressive eere-
wonies ever held st Upper Lansdowne
took ‘place in the Memorial Hall on a
recent Baturday afternvon for the pur-
pose of doing honor to, snd unveiling,
n lurge portrait of the late Bergeant-
Ohrerver Htanley A. Unger, son of Mr
nnd Mra  Bam Unger. There was o

large attendance, which spoke eloguent-
Iy of the high esteem in which the
svmpathy and et far hisn porrow-
late afrman wos held; also the  intunse
ing parents amd relatives.

| The Iste sirman, who followeg the
| vocation of a school teacher, very ewrly
following Australia’s entry  inta the
war, answered the eall of King and
| country hy offering his servieew ns an
|mirman., He ®u nently Bervedd in
Fnglapd nnd later in the Middle Fast,
where his tragic  and wotimely denth
oerurred.

The meniorial ceremony opened with
the winging of the National Anthem,
after which the chairman, Mr. O, C.
| Drury, outlineg the nl:-mh of the
pathering and extepded n weleome to
all present, especinlly to  the Rew.
| Father Whibberley, He paid a glow:
ing tribute to the sierling charneter of
the one whom all had eome to honor.

Father Whibberley, on Iwing invited
1o speak, ruid:

‘‘dreater love nmo map hath, thar a
man Iay down his life for his
friends."'—John XV, 13

YWhnt  nabler of more fittlag epi
taph eould le written for our sobdiers,
siilors nnd mirnwen who gave their lves
in the past war than thoze words
spoken by Uhrist, ovr Tord, T s the
epitaph  which we write in remem-
brance of him o whose memory aml
supreme saerifice we mre gothered |
nonour this day, namely, Bp, ﬂhnnh:
Btanley  Andrew lm.,rr. RAAF, who |
met his death in & plane crash in the |
Middle Easi on June Znd, 1142, when
returning from n reconnaissance fight,
Mindful of his sacrifice and of wpo !
many like him, how pratefol we should |
lwe to them for the great joy of peace
ones more—a  peacg which morks the |
end of pix long years of daily and on- |
remitting toil, tears, apd bioodshed.
Moreover, what n delit of gratitude w ¢
owa to God, you and I, who have fol-|
lowed with exedsnble aoxiety the grim, |
terrible history of thie war, only too |
well realise,  Rinee Heptembeer, J!I'I!I,|
there were limes, many times indeml,
when the Tate of this country, bound
np #x it was with the fearful, relent-
loms siruggle of the war in Europe—
hung in the bamnee, when, too, wao

Famad amn nvarwhalmine amd  croahine
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hung in the balmunee. when, too, we
faced an  overwhelming ang erushing
defent. Tn all those dark days of the

war we reeall to-davy the manv dnvs of
national « prayver and supplieation (o
Alinighty God to apare us and deliver
uf from the hande of oor mighty ©a
emmes.  Alwwys those pravers were np
swarsd: alwave the tide of wag swong
miracyloualy In our fevour; alwaye the
Hemd, the wereiful Hand of God -
tervened te save us in circumstances

when, in the words of so many of our
military genernls—'nll  seemed  Jost.'
Cmn it be said of us that we shall sver
forget! Uod having granted us the
vietory for which we have so earnestly
ang devoutly preved, will men and |
women sgnin put God oul of their H\'ul|
nnld live ae if they have no neeq of
Him? Yesterndny s donger has pﬂlﬂd.l
but there remain the dangers that may |
nrike to-morrow, both natiopally snd |
individuaily, for this world of men
Aand winden—~for you and for me. Thin
war has brought out some of the fimest
juslities  in  human nelure—as it han
the worsl. Among the virtuous guaali:
ties wre numbered  the hravery, lefo.
jmm and fortitude of o many  Auvstra-
linn saldiers, smilors and gallant  air-
men, During the past six vears of war
Anstrulion  =oldiers  have served in
twenly-nime territories =0 fmar w8 I can
Lriefly revall—The 1"nitegq Kingdom,

North Afrien, CGreeee, Crete, Cypros,
Hyrin, DPulesting, Eriterin, “Transjor:
danin, Muavaln, Uevlon,, Hurnin, Chioa,
Java, Timar.  Amhoen, Papua, New
thinen,  Duteh spw Goines, New
Iiritain New - Ireland .,  Bolomon
Talands, New Caledongs, Naurn-
Oeenn Islandn, wod  ‘Bornen, In
—dlitf oo, the Sewtendina, Army, Wes. e

risoney the Aastralian mrinlend against
ihe might and powerful Lhreat ta this
eonntry from her overwhelming ememy
in invasion. On this eceasion well may
we justly reeall with honour the Auvs-
iralian heroes of R0 many campaigns,
of Ao many epgagements in the air pod
on the ses, and in those grim stroggles
in the stenming jungle warfare of Lhe
Pacifle isles; of that epie stand made
by a few seore  Austenlisn troops who
nlone withstood the might of the Jap-
angais on that  now famous Kokodn |
Trail ampl the Owen Btanleys; of those
connthos horoed  who stormed  those
gun-roked hearhes of Bune, Gone, aml
Hanananda; of our mirmen who served
in every theatrs of war, and of ther
great eontribution to Fungland in the
Battle for Britain when in the words
of Mr. Churchill, **Never was the fale
of go mnny dependent upon the offoria
of s0 few'; of the valour and gallan-
try of the Australiasn Navy which sail-
el the seven rens; nnd,  despite s
smull furce, wad w0 cmineptly distin-
guished by the hravery and vietories of
its mwen anil ship=s in the Paeific, Medi-
terranenn, mml the decisive Battle of
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ALF. FFPTAE BEWN CFHERRT FRE LD BGAMY LT
terrnnenn, mml the deeisjve Battle of
the Coral Ren, Tobruk, Bardine, El Ala-
mein, Greeee, CUrete, Timor, Malayn
Laie, Finschlinfen, Snlamaun, Milng Hay.
What memorica sll these nomes revive
of the hravery and hetoisin of Ausira-
linn troopg and their devotion to doty,
their love and devotion to  Australin,
and to ench one of wa. These are
among the namesa which have spelt e
tory ot long last for us—of strogies
and arms blesseg by Goil, Ho this g
line of denthless herves of  Auws‘ralin |
pueses hefore our eves a8 we look boek
appn Lhe anxions vears of World War
11. Thev goave their sl that yvou nd
T might livwe Lo see the Vietory of thix
dav, They lid ns have courage o
fire the preat  task< of the fulure in
the reboilding of a greater and better
Anstralin where we  trust God will he
recognised  wmd soeial  justiee  will
reign. They died for freedoni—for yvom

nnd for me.'?

Father Whibberley eonciuded with
words of condolence with (be decessed
airman's parents, Mr apnd Mre. Bam
Unger, his Lrothers and sjsters, and
ninny friends preseat.

An  sppropriate messuge, »ent slong
by Mr. Btan. Cowan, of Horoshy, and
late of LUpper Lansdowme, wos rend by
Mr. A, Hae. The mesage was well ro-
eeived mpl highly appreciated Ly the
T'nger family. Other speakers who paid
tribute to the lnte sirman nwl ex-
tended mympathy to the bercaveg fami-
ily nmd relativem were: Mewsrs. H. A,
Atkins, A. E. Minett, 0. R, Cicolini,
A. (h Drury snd C. K. Beopett.

The congregation then sang the Re-
cossional, ‘‘Lest we forget,'' after
which the Rev. Pather Whibberley pro-'
coaded 1o unveil the portenit of Sgi.|
Ubwerver B A, Unger, and in deing =0
snid: “*And now it is my honour mnd
privilege 1o  unveil this most sppro-
priate and temder memerinl to Bargt.-
Ohserver Stanley  Andrew Unger,
RAAF, May it ever e a reminder to
nll who gaze upon il of the greai sac-
rifien he mAd mo many others made in
the ecause of final vietory. May hia
memory and  hin  meerifice  live for-
ever,"’

A vote of thanks to Father Whik-
berley for his fne address, snd for his
vendy response to perform the uaveil-
ing, wan moved by Mr, (!, Bennett.
"This eoncloded one of the most sincere
nnd impressive ceremonies ever held in
this district.
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