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AT UPPFER LANSDOWNE

(Contrilvuted)

A record pubdic gathering ol Upper
Lansdowne took place on Thucsday, 26th
Degember (Boxing night] when approx-
imutely six hoodred pesple diteoded in
hongr af & groap  of eght vouny man
of the district who had ceolisted in the
Mghting forees. The men were approgeh:
ing the osl stepe of their trainiong.

The function wix organised by the local
Lranel of the Patriotic and War Fond

utider the presideney of Mro O, O Drury.
who  neled o chrirmin,

The proceedings opeaed with commun-
i'."j" Hi:l:ll.{iul.* [T LR T [FPTREFI AT (T
rnged by Mre oand Meso O, Drury,
The items, which woere  well reesived,
inchnled :—Piano  anlo, Misd Beth Min-
ett; vieling aml piapy selection, three
Drury boys; oduet, Mres, Dave  Mioetd
and Misg Jenn Fartletty piano solo, Miss
Melvie Benneti; pinng and violin selec-
tion, Miss Melvie Mepnett and  Miss
Jean  Bartletty solo, Mes, € O, Drury,

Aveompanical by sipplaose, the follaw-
im sobdiers marched to the siage: Cpl.

fny Vrury, A AR Ajrernfteman (A,

. Hob Meboughling e, Jim Unger,
Private tilhert Atking, Private Broce
MeLsughlin, Private Les Minett, Private
Hurol! Christensen, Private Will Rijey.

A nomber of the purents nnd elose re-
Iatives of the young men, as well ps
severil prominent citizens, also oeeupiod
the stage.

After  extendinmg u tew appropriate
wordd of welcome to the guests and of
appreciation of the large gadhering, the
chairmini invited the Rev. W, 5 Hoae
ley 1o epenk. After axpiresaing  vonsil.
eruble surprise ol the size of the nodi-
once and paving w tribule (o the Apirit
of the young men who hud sy cleeted
to fuce the hazards of war, thar gentle.
man recolled his associntion with mem-
bers of the old ALF, who were ever
weleonie guests nl his ol Faglish home,
He wasured the present generntion ot
# similar reception awaited the Austra.
lun uniform  again, e always. The
Fpenker concluded his address on the
higher theme of o contident fwith n
Divioe guidanee umd protection for all

who fought and seugeled in o right-
aniid sian He ot i caele o Btat
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wan reught snd sroggled inonoright-
eous eause. He trusted Lhot sueh o fnith
would serve (o allay  the ‘onxieties  of
those who watelh and wait st home.

Mupsra, Cleo, Mionett and Hilion Hurt-
lett also spoke words of apprecistion of
the young men who, they knew, would
do their jobh in u worthy manner wher.
ever they should go, A fitting weleome
home awaited them in duo cogrse,

On behalf of the returned soldiers, My,
Leo. Clune wished the hove gomd luck
anil expressed confidenee in their ghil
ity to repent (he performmnces of the
old Diggers,

The presentation to  ench man of o
pureel from  the Comfurts Fond was
then mnde by Mo Col. Hennett, who
pently expressed the sentimonts of the
donors awil wikhed ench one s sufa re-
turn.

Ench  soldier mude w brief nebknow.
Jedgment of hin thanks.

Mr. Geo. Minett was next entrusted
with the plensant duty of presenting u
vilualle wristlet wateh to ench one and
his geninl mood imparted just the right
lone to the happy ceremony.

Mr. Ken. MecFadysn, on behalf of
the (LU, Ohldfellows, next presented ap-
proprinte  gifts to soldiers Christensen
und Riley, wecompanied by suitable ex.
pressions of poodwill wad hope for o
happy ending to it all, 5

Ench soldier, i turn, made u brief

responze amd thanked the peeple for
their kindoess and good wishes,

At the imvitaticm of the chairmnn,
weveral of the parents also spoke brief-
I¥ in tesponse. Mr. Jas. McLaughlin
pajd that this guthering of unprecedent-
ed numbers of their friends amd well.
wighers was n compliment to the guesis
more impressive even than all the kind
words spokemn. Esch soldier was a wvol-
unteer in every semse of the word and
enger for am opportunity to demonstrate
hin worth to follow in the footsteps of
the old ALF. Mr. Bam Unger also nc-
knowledged thw tributes paid te his son
and mates, remnrkiog that his own in.
clinatione to teke r hamd in the good
work surrqpdered only to the pressure
of youth.

Mrs. Edgar Minett expressed grati-
tude on hehalf of her own son nnd wish-
ed all 4 safe return in due time.

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article162133573



Northern Champion (Taree, NSW : 1913 - 1954), Wednesday 8 January 1941, page 4 (2)

ed all 1 mafe return in due time.

The strine of Auld Lang Hyoe
brought the ceremonial part of the fune-
tion to & close

The vompany naxt geve their atten:
tion to the tables where skill and liber-
r¥ity, chamcteristic of the distriet,
again combined with most agreeahls
effect. Those responsible for the achieve-
menl regeived much appreciative com-
ment.

The rest of the evening—and some of
the ensuing morning—was devoted 1o
tancing. Excellent music was suppliad
hy Mixs Jean Payne, Mrs. Wes, Min-
nett; Mr, Jee Cicolifli and others.

Thin wan the secomd funetion of the
kind at Upper Lansdowne, the first be-
ing beld some months sgo, when Pte,
Arnold MeLaughlis, now somawhers in
the war zome, was similarly bonored.
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