Upper Lansdowne.

OPENING MEMORIAL Hﬁ:t.

It is just thirteen months ago thal
the residents of Upper Lansdowne con-
midered the advisshility of erecling a
momorill Wl and held o poblic meet-
ing nt which il was dec fo procesd
with the work, On Wednesday, Oth
inst , Mr, Vioesol, ML A, opmed the
newly comploled ball whicl, from every
point of view, 18 a moedern and hand-
pome  elifiee, fitted wp with all con-
veniences  and  elocldonlly  lighled
throughonl.  The fact Unt this fine hall
wits bullt i sach a remarkably short
ime speaks volames for the orgsaisig
abilites of those who =upervised the
wadertaking, @l the enthusosm  ad
gonerosity 0 subscribing to the build-
ing oo the part of ihe resideats, The
hall was built at the cost of £850,
but i would kave cost & greal deal
more wers il not for the fact fhal o
portion of Lhe work was performed hy
voluntary labor, AL the opening furie-
lisn the epm of L102 wam medceived
ign (e form of dovations, iocloding £43
takery ul the door Zea

A full description  of the bmldmr_
which occupiea & Spdendid =ite, Tas l-
ready appeared in our columns,

There was o large miherng of the
Langdowne residents as well a8 & pum-
her ol visitors from Taree and variows
paria  of the Mamcing Lo wilness  the
npeniing  fanclion. A lirst-class pro-

e of sporta was eartied oot dur-
e the aftemoon sl 4l 330 pom,
the  visitors gathered in Tromt of e
butlding 1o hear the addressss or U
Bliakers,

Mr. W. Molaughlin, president of the
eofuniltoe  gave an  mieresting Tesume
of e bistory of the movement to
bild  the Memorial Hal sod  thonkel
rusldenis for the generous Yespolse
they had wesle to the call for ande
He hoped they woulld conliems o Lake
o derest e the hall, which was w
eredil  to the  distrid,  He especially
tronke] Mr YVincent for his preseace,
He was 8 Digger and one of the best.
He had fooght their battles om the
olher  side amd  was now  fightuig in
the inlereats of Oxley in  Parliament
Mr Yincent was then nvited to open
ther  Hail,

In dectarng the hall opeaed Mr, Vi
conth sald the wel wealher bl necesda-
il e postpoming  of the openiog
functices mome montas age. He ens
to Tareg Ffrotn Melboumo  before  he
fimanl  that The evenh bad been  puost-
poned, the message that had baen sent
o him motifyine of the postponoment
having  mmaged o moss Wim It wan
ool s ritorfion to toueh epon polilical
malters et aflemmoon bot ke fhought
thal some reference to ropatrintion would
nol be oot of place,  Whn the soldiars
refwmied]l  froan the  war  the  ommag-
waalih  lounched o repatonlion  acheme
for wedtle them on the Jared, Lol values
were  there ab the peak ad hwl sinee
duchives] with the sesoll that ! to-day
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duchives] with the  resoll that ! to-day
goldiers were o properties which were
Wighly  overcapitalised and om which it
wing ol possible for them o make
o suceess I was pleasng to seés Lhat
(he Cetpnnonwenlth (Geovemmaont bad eoomes
to a4 realisalion of the é‘lﬂiliﬂfl and
bl decided that if the States would
di aomething similpr they would drop
fhese  valualions by  E4000000  or
Er000,000. M the Swales would ao
this the moldiers would b on a beller
bogis, with o chepes of moking 4 sue-
coss  of their holdings, I somelhog
drastie ware Aol dome o stop the ot
e majority of the soldiers would ba
forced to lmave their holdings and Lhe
Conprsmwealth woold lose more  than
it would hy tking time by the fore
ek and owking o reduction of  the
valuafings Austrulin war one of the
ungest cowmtres butl she had, through
fﬁn courags of wer sons ond danghbers;
guthermd & wealth ol beadition whach
would Te a gource of inepiralion to
LT E.-anpﬂu for agea bo cone.  Hone,
it all hee gore, had no more  eeason
foo be prowd of the femts of her
soldiers than Australin had,
al  dwllipol, Fronce and Belgiom. Oar
wollimrs went Lo fight for  civilisation
atal the worlil, not for the Empire or
Ausiralic aloas,  Australinns wore o
in o atmosphers of fresdom andl san-
shine avd when the fresdom of small
witigmu s threndpis] they jodiosd hinds
fr prevent those rmﬁl:re rom  bein
trampled wnderloot.  ‘There were 60,
Australisns lying on foreien soll which
wig anflicient testimony to the  high
price lhey were ready {o pay for their
iials, Sometimes question  waa
raiged a8 In whether the price pald was
apl too great—but was any et Loo
grest  for freedom  [romn the  beustiality
which ravaged Fronce ad Belgiom in
19142 7 Every soldier who paid
pupreme  sactifice would do it a thog-
sl times lo smifeguard Australin from
the treatment which France and Belginm
received Al the hands of Lhe Germang
f the people lived up ta the leals
ghown by the soldiers the price paid
wiald gol have heen in wiin,  OF those
who remained there was a duly of
gecing  that Austmlia was buill op as
a gonctuary for the British races, The
oople of the varions towns th
[;'H! Conmponwealth wers perpelunt'mF tha
wemory of those who foughl, ALU
Lansdowne  the wzzu;ﬂa had  orae a
memorial  hall rein  they wouold  be
gble to gather to discosa matters for
the  welfare and progress of the dis
triet,  The never forget, he Selr
certain, the reason for the erse-
tion of the hall, With the passing
of the years the huilding must decay
in kearpmg with all things earihly, but
the memory of thoge whom it com-
memoraled w-.-m.l? n-lﬂ‘uu far evor, Tha
reaidents  were to congratuluted on
E‘Efn um\%ﬁm of such lmufhu hlll.ud At
ol yalong he recently open 11
hall which coat £10,000, bul there wers
10000 residents H.;ﬂélnt ﬁl}éﬁﬂﬁ, "Wiﬁ
o population of or
Limpgdnwne i erected o hall wm
U000 at lesst so (el in compn son
they had done better than the residents
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they had dons better than the remidents Mr. Vincent soitably replied,

of Wynlong At the conclogion of the mieeting afler-
Conon Rifchie expressad the pleasure | Pvon foa wis served in the supper

il gwve hWm o he preseat, He wan | "o AL might 4 concert was held m

glad 1o men ihey wers commem the  hall, i

b memory of mon who fought
fell n the greal war. No neod was — e
thera tn of the hmvery of the
pons of Ausiralin. Right valimily they
mwaeched farth to the feld of battle,
fearing nol fo die w the cause of rght,
He did nol think 1 was o wasle of
i g i t’?}"m’“ﬁ

of poumids L
pirfph mamaoriala l?mth-l the self-
sacriflca of the soldlers would be re-
membared,  Self sacrifica waa the means
by which the Empire conld he built
ap. Ha wam tai when fhe call
to duty ecame our mea did nol hang
bagk, ~They did wall amd the people
should honor them and remember their
spirkl of sell-sacvifice. Tho builders had
pul forth their best work I the con.
struction of the ball, which he hoped
woull sorva its purpose for many yeara
to come.

Mr. H. Elmnﬁd recalled that
in 1AR2 hn pitch hin camp m a
gite naar the hall thet had bee opened

that  day were oot as good as thowss
which trawersed 48 years mgo, The
roads  belween Cuoslle sod  Lansdowns
bridgn were very bad,  In maother 30
vears, if the digtrict conbioued to make
niach progress it would be ome of the
fimest  centres in Austradia

It was explained by Mr. MeLaoghlin
| that the conmittes did oot fave syfi-
funds to lght the hall whea ¢
| was comploted so Mr Jas. Bilchie agresd
L iny tha electric lighl and lu:m:
repayment ot the convenience of
committes, Thwe district was under o
delt  of gratitude to Mre, Ritchie lor
his peuerogs aclion '
The appewancs of the hall, said Mr.
Ferwing {lreasurer) hsd heen much ad-
inired by the visitors, Over £200 way
subscribed when it was decided o ald
the hall. People of the distelct were
very patriotic.  This was shown about
{emy rd?duﬂ ugo when cordilcales wers
awn in sehools Talsing the largest
sum for the War L‘hmt,m;m
Lip allisbeee, one of which was mcd
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by the Uppar Lansdowna school. He
hoped  that thay would make a real
Memorial Hall of ihe new building by
making the relumed woldiers life mem-
here.  ‘Thers wis a o of aboul £888
remaiting  om the hall to be pmd of.

A wole of thanks was moved ta Mr.
Vineesst for oponing the hall,

Mr. Viocent soitably replied,
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